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CHOCOLATES GALORE

MUUSA DAMA-NATES

Students were given the opportunity to
taste chocolates from around the world.

Muusa Dama shares his “inexperience”
during this basketball season.
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Workgroup
No. 9
holds first
town hall
meeting

‘Cash’ me inside

By Angelica Cataldo
Managing Editor | @DEN_News

JASON HARDIMON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Krthik Patlolla, a second-semester international student from India studying technology, is eluded by the blue, grand-prize ticket floating above
him. When Patlolla exited the cash cube he had only managed to catch one yellow ticket which was not enough to earn a prize. “It’s wonderful, it’s
so fun,” Patlolla said.

Rush Hour, page 6

Workgroup No. 9, Academic
Visioning II, held its first town hall
meeting Tuesday evening and presented
its subcommittee’s recommendations for
the reorganization and presentation of
academic colleges.
During the presentation, sociology
professor Michael Gillespie discussed
the possibility of creating a new search
engine online for current and future
students to easily navigate through the
different departments and programs
offered at Eastern.
Gillespie showed examples from
Ramapo College, which had a search
engine that utilized key words in order
to give students a chance to explore
multiple program options.
Workgroup chair and political science
professor Melinda Mueller, education
professor Jay Bickford and health studies
professor Sheila Simons discussed the
reorganization of colleges on campus.
“We want to be really careful and
deliberate about doing this,” Mueller said
during the presentation.
The discussion led to the
consideration of combining certain
colleges under one title, such an arts
and sciences college and a business and
technologies college.
Read the full story on
www.dailyeasternnews.com

Referendum votes ‘no confidence’ in Workgroup No. 7
By Cassie Buchman
News Editor | @cjbuchman
A majority of faculty members,
71.78 percent, who voted in a
referendum voted “no confidence”
in Workgroup No. 7’s process and
outcomes during the vitalization
project.
The referendum, sent out by the
Faculty Senate, asked faculty members
to answer yes or no to the statement
“I have confidence in the process
employed by Vitalization Workgroup
No. 7 in the program review mandated
by the president.”
It was voted on by 202 out of 433
possible voters, for a 45.5 percent
response rate.
Of the 202, 145 voted no
confidence and 57 gave a vote of
confidence.
Faculty Senate Chair Jemmie
Robertson said the referendum
reflected the Faculty Senate’s concern
over the process that Workgroup No. 7
was asked to carry out in a short time
frame.
T h i s Wo r k g r o u p m a d e
recommendations for academic
programs during the vitalization
project.
Of the several programs the

group suggested be eliminated or
consolidated, four are now being
considered.
T h e s e a re t h e b a c h e l o r’s i n
philosophy, Africana studies, career
and technical education and adult and
community education.
Robertson said the information
from the referendum will now be
shared with the faculty and Eastern
President David Glassman.
The Faculty Senate sent out a letter
with the referendum last Monday,
which detailed several concerns it
had with the Workgroup’s process,
including the fact that the university
already has ways to review academic
programs.
“The part that sets the Vitalization
Project model apart is the inclusion
of the profit and loss summary in the
assessment, as well as the inconceivably
short time frame in which to carry out
the task,” the letter said. “Both of these
factors, separately and together, riddle
the conclusions from Workgroup
7 with flaws and cause worry and
concern.”
In the letter, the Faculty Senate
wrote about its issues with the
profit and loss statements given
to the Workgroup and the lack of
transparency during the process.

“It appears that most of the
decisions were made individually and
not through committee deliberation.
Even though the meetings were
open to the public, observers merely
witnessed the placing of note cards
that were already filled out prior to the
meeting and were not given insight
to the rationale of the comments or
decisions,” it said in the letter.
Faculty Senate member Jeff Stowell
mentioned that several colleagues in his
department had concerns of their own
on how the referendum was phrased
and framed.
“It’s pretty much set up to dissolve
any confidence in the process, and I
think the results are reflective of that,”
he said.
Faculty Senate member Grant
Sterling said he does not want to sound
cynical, but if he had been asked to
come up with a document listing
reasons why someone should have
confidence in the process, he would
not be able to write one word.
“I can’t think of a single reason to be
confident in the process,” he said.
Wo r k g r o u p No . 7 m e m b e r
Scott Stevens said he is proud of
the work the group did, though he
understands people impacted by the
recommendations are upset, as “change

is not easy.”
“I totally get it,” he said. “It’s totally
understandable.”
However, he said without state
funding or steady enrollment, the
university cannot operate the way it
always has.
“(Workgroup No. 7) came to a
consensus…we got results,” he said.
“We evaluated every program, every
major, every minor. It was a daunting
task; we did quality work.”
The Faculty Senate’s ad hoc
committee to review Workgroup No.
7’s recommendations has received
feedback from the programs that are
up for elimination or consolidation.
Attempts to reach Workgroup No.
7 chair Cindy Rich for comment were
unsuccessful.
Fa c u l t y Se n a t e m e m b e r C C
Wharram said all of the programs are
interested in sharing their thoughts.
“They’ve already shared a lot of their
concerns; we already knew some of
their responses,” he said. “We’ve talked
to some, we’re still arranging times to
talk to the others. We want to make
sure we’re not misrepresenting the facts
as they know them.”
During a meeting of the committee
after Faculty Senate, Faculty Senate
member Stefan Eckert said with the

university being in the situation it is in,
it does not make sense to ask for the
elimination of programs and faculty
members without a tangible benefit.
“If we’re going to go to the time
and effort and energy and costs quite
frankly of actually deleting a program
or department, there should be obvious
positive benefits to the university to
doing that,” Wharram said. “The most
obvious positive benefit of deleting
a program is financial benefits (and)
significant cost savings.”
However, it did not seem clear
where the cost savings would come
from if the university were to cut a
program.
“It seems quite clear from looking
at budgetary information that these
programs are getting back in tuition as
much as they’re giving out,” Wharram
said.
While Wharram does not want to
give the impression that his mind is
made up and he does give credence to
the idea that cost-cutting could help,
looking at the numbers, he said he does
not see the benefit cutting programs
could have.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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Local weather STATE AND NATION BRIEFS
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Judge blocks Texas cutting of Medicaid
Mostly Cloudy

Cloudy

High: 69°
Low: 52°

High: 67°
Low: 58°

For more weather visit eiu.edu/eiuweather
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AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A federal
judge ruled Tuesday that Texas can't
cut off Medicaid dollars to Planned
Parenthood over secretly recorded
videos taken by anti-abortion activists
in 2015 that launched Republican efforts across the U.S. to defund the nation's largest abortion provider.
Texas is now at least the sixth
state where federal courts have kept
Planned Parenthood eligible for Medicaid reimbursements for non-abortion services, although a bigger question remains over whether President

of Fame and opens March 24, museum officials said. It will feature rare
artifacts and photographs and span
players from Mordecai Brown and
Rogers Hornsby to recent stars like
Jake Arrieta and Yadier Molina.
Items planned for the exhibit includes the second-base bag stolen by
the Cardinals' Lou Brock to break
the modern record for steals in a sea-

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — The
historic and longtime rivalry between
the Chicago Cubs and the St. Louis Cardinals will be the subject of an
exhibit at Springfield's Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum starting
next month.
"Cubs vs. Cardinals: The Rivalry"
was developed with the help of both
teams and the National Baseball Hall

roughly 400,000 women losing access
to care, according to the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office.
In one of his first acts as president,
Trump last month banned U.S. funding to international groups that perform abortions or even provide information about abortions. Vice President Mike Pence strongly opposes
abortion, citing his Catholic beliefs,
and the newly confirmed health secretary, Tom Price, has supported cutting off taxpayer money to Planned
Parenthood.

son, and the cap worn by Cubs pitcher Kerry Wood when he struck out 20
batters.
Baseball fans also will be able to interact with the exhibit and share their
own rivalry memories, answer trivia
questions and play a home run derby.
Museum officials said the exhibit
will span 150 years, highlighting the
teams' famous broadcasters, champi-

onships, trades and home run races.
There is no extra fee to see the displays, which will be on display in
an area dedicated to rotating exhibitions. A series of special events also
are planned, including a talk from an
expert on Civil War-era baseball and
a screening of the movie "Field of
Dreams."

Drew Peterson transferred to Indiana Prison
MENARD, Ill. (AP) — Former
suburban Chicago police officer Drew
Peterson has been transferred out of
an Illinois prison and is now in a federal prison in Indiana.
Illinois Department of Correc-

tions spokeswoman Nicole Wilson
said Tuesday that the 63-year-old Peterson was transferred but declined to
say why or where, citing security. The
federal Bureau of Prisons said Peterson is in the federal penitentiary in

Terre Haute, Indiana.
Peterson was sentenced to 38 years
in prison for the death of his third
wife, Kathleen Savio. The investigation into her 2004 death was reopened when Peterson's fourth wife,

Stacy Peterson, went missing in 2007.
Peterson was sentenced to another
40 years in prison last year for plotting to hire someone to kill the prosecutor who won the conviction in the
Savio case.

ALL CLASSES ARE FREE - JUST DROP IN!

SRC GROUP FITNESS SCHEDULE
Spring 2017
Classroom: AR = Aerobics Room
Monday
8:00-8:45
AM (AR)
4:00-4:25
PM (AR)
4:30-4:55
PM (AR)
5:00-5:25
PM (AR)
5:30-5:55
PM (AR)
6:00-6:25
PM (AR)

Tuesday

Ultimate
Conditioning
Danielle

Kickboxing
LeAnn & Danielle

Body Bar
Anastasiya

Rock Bottom
Madeline
HIIT FIT
Madeline

CS = Cycling Studio
Wednesday

Traning Day
Kara

Guts, Guns and
Buns
Kara

7:00-7:45
PM (AR)

Overdrive Toning
Madeline

Training Day
Holly

Overdrive Toning
Madeline

8:00-8:45
AM (DS)

Sunrise Yoga
Tyler

Sunrise Yoga
Kristi

Sunrise Yoga
Vidhi

4:30-4:55
PM (DS)

Ab Attack
Anastasiya

Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoonist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please
visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.

Ultimate
Conditioning
Danielle

Body Bar
Anastasiya

Werk!
Ashley

Sunrise Yoga
Kristi
Step N' Sculpt
Anastasiya

HIIT FIT
Holly

Barre Burn
Kara

6:00-6:45
PM (DS)

Yoga
Vidhi

Yoga
Tyler

6:30-7:25
AM (CS)
4:00-4:50
PM (CS)
5:00-5:50
PM (CS)
6:00-6:45
PM (CS)

Cycle
LeAnn
Cycle
Vidhi

5:30-5:55
PM (DS)

Thursday

Werk!
Ashley

Guts, Guns and
Buns
Kara

6:30-6:55
PM (AR)

DS = Dance Studio

Kickboxing
LeAnn & Danielle

Werk!
Ashley

5:00-5:25
PM (DS)

Attention postmaster: Send
address changes to:
The Daily Eastern News
1802 Buzzard Hall
Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, IL 61920

following the release of secretly recorded and heavily edited videos by
an anti-abortion group last year. Investigations by 13 states into those
videos have concluded without criminal charges, and Planned Parenthood
officials have denied any wrongdoing.
Anti-abortion activists emboldened by a new Trump administration are looking for the federal government to cut off all federal funding
to Planned Parenthood. That would
cut nearly $400 million in Medicaid money to the group and result in

Cub-Cardinals rivalry to be showcased

Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds
or is made aware of by its readers will be corrected as
promptly as possible. Please report any factual error
you find to Editor-in-Chief Kalyn Hayslett at 581-2812.

Printed by Eastern Illinois University
on soy ink and recycled paper.

Donald Trump will federally defund
the organization.
Sparks' decision preserves what
Planned Parenthood says are cancer screenings, birth control access
and other health services for nearly 11,000 low-income women. Texas
originally intended to boot Planned
Parenthood in January but Sparks
told the state to wait pending his ruling.
Texas health officials accused
Planned Parenthood officials of making misrepresentation to investigators

Cycle
Tyler

Power Yoga
Kristi
Ab Attack
Kristi
Yoga
Jenna

HIIT FIT
Holly
Yoga
Tyler

Cycle
LeAnn

Cycle
Danielle

Friday

Body Bar
Anastasiya

Evaluations are
availale at every
class. Please let
us know how we
are doing and
what else you
would like to
see!

Follow us on
Instagram for
updates:

Cycle
Ashley

@eiugroupfitness
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What is happening Thursday, Feb. 23
10:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

What: Bisexual and
Pansexual Awareness
Where: MLK Jr. University
Union Martinsville Room
The Safe Zone project
will discuss stereotypes
surrounding pansexuality
and bisexuality

What: Taste of Chicago
Where: 7th Street
Underground
UB has brought in artists
from Chicago to perform.

7:30 p.m.

What: Top Black Achievers
Where: Tarble Arts Center
Presented by The Black
Graduate Student
Association and
Minority Affairs

What: Electronic Music
Concert
Where: Doudna Fine Arts
Center
A performance open to the
public and free of charge.

Students make signs in effort to counter protest
By Loren Dickson
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
As the weather is warming up,
many students are anticipating the
return of Brother Jed.
Brother Jed is a religious preacher known for appearing on Eastern’s
campus and shouting crude comments about women and members of
the LGBTQ community.
In preparation for this, students,
faculty members and community
members got together and crafted
signs Tuesday night.
Elizabeth Wilson, publicity chair
member of EIU Pride, could be seen
making wings out of a poster board
expressing rejection of Brother Jed’s
message.

Wilson said the inspiration to
make wings was from counter protests that occurred across the country
against the Westboro Baptist Church.
Protestors were seen wearing large
wings and circling around the church
members to block their appearance
and their signs, which are deemed
hateful to most.
“Your hate can’t stop me from
soaring” and “Love is love” were colorfully printed on the back of the
wings Wilson made.
“ L i k e t h e We s t b o r o Ba p t i s t
Church, Brother Jed does things out
of spite and hate rather than protest
for something. They don’t really get
their point across,” Wilson said.
Brother Jed previously yelled
“whore” as Wilson walked by wearing

OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Elizabeth Wilson, a freshman 2D studio art major, examines her winged
sign, which reads “Love is love.” She made it in preparation for a visit from
Brother Jed, whose controversial campus preaching tactics cause negative feelings. “I just think that we need to spread more love around so he
doesn’t hurt anyone. I’ve been personally insulted by Brother Jed and I
know it hurts people to be told that their lifestyles are wrong,” said Wilson.

Teach an activity!
-Canoe
-Gymnastics
-English Riding
-Softball
-Basketball
-Hockey
-Lacrosse
-Art
-Theatre
-Dance
-Pottery

Come teach
your passion
this summer.
Looking for males and
females to join our staff
at Tripp Lake camp for
Girls in Poland, Maine.
Positions run June to
August. Apply online at
www.tripplakecamp.com

Call us today!
1-800-997-4347

CHECK
OUT THE
YEARBOOK
ON FACEBOOK

facebook.com/Warbler-Yearbook

an Eastern T-shirt that had rainbows
printed on it.
“You don’t know me, so I don’t
know what your presumptions are,”
Wilson thought as Brother Jed yelled
it out.
Brother Jed isn’t the only preacher who makes appearances at Eastern.
Other churches make appearances to
spread the word of their religion in a
peaceful manner.
“I think that’s great if you want to
spread your religion. That’s fine, but
doing it in a way in which your Bible
follows is what you should be doing,”
Wilson said.
Although the community is not
sure when Brother Jed will make another appearance on Eastern’s campus, it is expected that he will return
at some point.
Others were also making buttons
for people to wear around campus in
support of everyone no matter their
religion, race, gender or sexuality.
Judy Looby, a member of Parents,
Families and Friends of Lesbian and
Gays (PFLAG), was present Tuesday
night to help put together these buttons.
“God loves everyone,” “Black lives
matter,” “I am equally valid,” “Love is
a many gendered thing,” “Trans lives
matter” and “Not ashamed” are just
some of the slogans that were printed
on these buttons.
“ We will suppor t whomever
Brother Jed spews his hatred towards,
whether it’s women, blacks, LGBTQ,
transgender or anyone else,” she said.
Looby was wearing a T-shirt with
the message “Equal rights for others
does not mean less rights for you. It’s
not pie.”
“We can’t stop Brother Jed; he has
free speech rights to come on cam-

R ACHEL STANE VICH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

P-Flag and Panther Pride held a sign making event in the Martin Luther
King University Union to protest Father Jed visiting campus spreading
hate to university students. Elizabeth Wilson, was inspired by the wings
made in protest against the Westboro Baptist Church and decided to use
them for this event. P-Flag and Panther Pride support all students on campus. By making these signs, these clubs will be ready to protest next time
Father Jed returns to campus.

pus and say what he does,” she said.
“It hurts me when he does; my son is
gay. So personally, it hurts and I hurt
for everyone else as well.”
She said she hopes she can make a
difference by being silent and wearing the buttons and shirts and holding up the signs.
Sue Dhermy, a PFLAG member,
was helping a student work on a sign
that read “Just because my skirt is
short, doesn’t mean I want it.”
“We come out to help the student’s deal with Brother Jed’s hate,”
she said.
Although Dhermy said she has not
personally been a victim of Brother
Jed, but she has been a victim of another church’s hatred.
“I know exactly how it feels,” she

said. “There’s this whole controversy
with free speech, but what he spews
is hate speech. That’s how I personally feel about it.”
Dhermy, like many others, have
family members and friends who
identify with the LGBTQ community, and they are personally affected by
the words that are spoken by Brother
Jed and his fellow church members.
Several PFLAG members encouraged the Eastern community to remain peaceful and productive if
Brother Jed returns to campus this semester.
Loren Dickson can be reached at 5812812 or ladickson@eiu.edu.

YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS
916 Woodlawn Dr.
Gr eat location south end of 9th st. near the woods!

www.youngstowncharleston.com
217-345-2363
FEATURED UNITS: 2Bedroom Apt/
Townhouses Still Available!
Large 2bedroom/1.5 bath Apt with W&D $350/p
2bedroom/1bath Apt with W&D $325/p
2bedroom/1.5bath Townhouse $300/p
2bedroom/1bath Townhouse $300/p
2bedroom/1.5bath Apt $300/p
2bedroom/1bath Apt $285/p
DEPOSIT SPECIAL
Rates include Trash & Parking!
$150/PERSON
Fully Furnished & Appliances!
ANY SIZE UNIT
Single rate options available!
SIGN LEASE BY
MARCH 10!
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Saying Terrible Things has Consequences?

Abbey Whittington

Give second
chances, help
for addicted
loved ones
For the longest time I held grudges against
individuals struggling with addiction, wondering why the users did not just say no instead of succumbing to peer pressure or
whatever other reason people decide to start
using hard drugs.
I held this grudge because at a very young
age I watched family members close to me
use drugs and I saw how substance abuse
changed them completely.
When I was little, I considered my father
to be one of my closest companions. He was
and still is a very talented guitar player and
I was his number one fan. I hoped one day I
could play as well as him.
But memories of the good days with him
seem distant and overshadowed by my anger
and sadness when I found out he was using
heroin.
I did not find out until I was older and
he was going to clinics to try and get clean,
but I connected the dots from old memories
I had with this familiar stranger who is my
father.
For years I have asked myself why he
would choose addiction over his children,
why he would be so selfish in his decision
making and why he would expose me and
my siblings to such a dangerous environment
when we visited him.
While I still hold some grievance about
the situation he put us in, what I did not
understand about his addiction, or any addiction, is that it is comparable to having a
mental illness.
His addiction was not some scary mask he
decided to put on just to torment me for his
own pleasure. His addiction was a bad mistake that turned into a beast who latched
onto my father’s morality for survival.
I realized later that his changed behavior
is what makes addiction a mental illness.
According to the National Institute on
Drug Abuse, drug addiction is a mental illness because addiction changes the brain in
fundamental ways, disturbing a person’s normal hierarchy of needs and desires and substituting new priorities connected with finding and using the drug.
The compulsive behaviors that addicts
have that overrides their ability to control
impulses no matter the consequences are
similar to the characteristics of other mental illnesses.
After learning these things, I thought back
to the good memories I had with my dad
and tried to forgive and understand his decision to use.
I wasted way too much time contributing
to the stigma that addicts are no longer people capable with emotion instead of trying to
rebuild a relationship with my one and only
father.
Of course, not everything stays the same
and not all wounds heal quickly, but sometimes second chances are the best bandages.
Abbey Whittington is a sophomore
journalism major. She can be reached at
581-2812 or anwhittington@eiu.edu.

DANIEL FOX | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Staff Editorial

Blackface an outdated, offensive attack on black bodies
The use of blackface has been prevalent in American history, as discussed by Zeta Phi Beta sorority
last night, according to Tuesday’s article in the News.
In the article, it was written that an actor in the
1950 minstrel comedy show “Yes Sir, Mr. Bones”
would paint his face black with white lips and bulging eyes. To make his harmful display worse, he
would even speak with a “plantation dialect,” making light of the horrors of slavery.
In present times, it would be nice if everyone realized these are just disgusting stereotypes with the
purpose of making fun of an entire group of people.
Unfortunately, people dressing up and degrading
the African-American community is far from just
being an issue of the past.
As Zeta Phi Beta treasurer Sierra Snell said,
there are modern forms of blackface. Though one
would think that we would learn from our history books and throughout school the harm racist actions like these are, it still seems like a foreign concept to some.
People will use it to trivialize and mock presentday movements, such as Black Lives Matter, or post
videos of themselves with their faces painted brown
on social media.
The article mentioned an incident last year involving students from Albright College in Reading,
Pennsylvania. “The students made Snapchat videos

with their faces painted brown with a mud mask,
and they mocked the Black Lives Matter movement
and African-American culture,” according to the article.
These students are not alone in doing this. Just
type “blackface” in on any search engine, and one
can fine many stories looking eerily similar. A student will wear blackface, post it and then claim they
are not racists.
However, the fact that they think that these stereotypes are representative of African-American people as a whole shows they have their own prejudices
and erroneous ideas of other races. It is always racist
and derivative to make fun of another culture.
Seeing one’s race being portrayed as a series or
jokes in the media is bad enough, but having one’s
peers being the source of this can be heartbreaking.
As awful it is that these people think it is OK to
commit this act of racism on their own, it is equally as terrible that they would be so proud of it that
they broadcast it for all their friends to see.
The degradation of black or any culture is not
worth the laughs or the likes and favorites it will garner on social media.
Just because the blackface done now might not
be as blatant or outright as it used to be, it is still
just as bad.
Instances like this and the fact that blackface is

still happening in the 21st century
only goes to show how important conversations
like the ones Zeta Phi Beta had yesterday are.
Hillary Fuller, president of Zeta Phi Beta, said the
issue is when people take her skin and use it as a
trend, or wear her face as a mask.
Hopefully, people speaking out about how hurtful blackface is to them will humanize it for others
and they can see the negative impact they have.
Though some may still brush what they are doing as “just a joke” or “just a little fun” when wearing blackface, this ignores the racist and painful history behind it.
Someone’s skin color is not a joke. Someone’s
heritage is not something to make fun of. While
some people who are not African-American might
not understand at first how wrong blackface is as
they might not necessarily be familiar with its history, it should be common sense that dressing up as
another race is inherently offensive and wrong. To
sum up an entire culture, race or movement into an
gaudy costume and baseless stereotypes is insensitive
and disrespectful.
It is time to officially give up the tired, deeply unfunny and degrading act of blackface.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Trump must condemn alt-right anti-Semitism
Donald Trump has recently pledged to go against
bigotry and repair the “divided country” after a recent visit to the National Museum of African American History and Culture, according to an article
published by CNN on Feb. 21. At the same time,
there has been a steady rise of American anti-Semitism, including bomb threats to Jewish community
centers across the nation.
Recently, in an area outside of St. Louis, a Jewish
cemetery was desecrated by overturning tombstones
and damaging property. Issues involving anti-Semitism continue to arise in today’s social climate.
The hypocrisy in the issue is that for so long
Donald Trump has been an advocate for calling acts
of terrorism that are committed by Middle Easterners Islamic extremism, but recently failed to label attacks on Jewish citizens as anti-Semitism.
According to an article by Vox published on Feb.
21st, at two press conferences the past week reporters brought questions regarding the safety of the
Jewish population in the U.S. and the increase in
anti-Semitism. Trump lacked structured and firm
comments regarding the increase of incidents, and a
lack of empathy for the Jewish population.
Trump was given two press conferences to make
strong remarks regarding the rise and failed at both

Juan Nevarez
attempts.
The reason this should be an issue is because of
the importance of the Jewish community in America.
It makes up a tiny percent of the U.S population, estimated at two percent, but it has successfully
proven to be a benefit to our way of life.
American Jews have had great accomplishments.
According to an article by Huffington Post published on May 26, 2015, the Jewish community has
given us the cure for polio, atomic and hydrogen
bombs, about 22% percent of the Nobel Prizes in
science, retail chains like Sears and Macy’s and Ora-

cle and Dell computer companies.
The Jewish community has added to our way of
life, and to not come out with a statement regarding the damaging conflict towards their community
here in the U.S. is absurd.
The public needs to be aware of the hypocrisy in
hyperpolarization of politics as society continues to
lack the ability to look at the positives of the opposite sides. We need to develop the ability to empathize with other races in order to deeply understand
the struggles of others.
Most of the anti-Semitic threats have come from
the alt-right area of the right, which is not to be confused with the entire Republican party. This is the
group that includes white nationalists and neo-Nazi groups that have also been increasing in the U.S.
All forms of bigotry and oppression need to be
condemned, and as the leader of the free world
Trump needs to take a stand against it, and tackle
it down by condemning the alt-right supporters he
has on his support base.
Juan Nevarez is a senior psychology major. He
can be reached at 581-2812 or
jnnevarez@eiu.edu.
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Students taste international gourmet chocolates
By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
Students sampled chocolates from five
foreign countries Tuesday afternoon.
In addition to German goat’s milk
chocolates, “EIU and the Chocolate
Factory” showcased sea salt chocolates
from Madagascar, dairy-free dark
chocolate from Grenada, dark velvet
chocolate from Switzerland and both
semi-sweet dark chocolate and mango
and coconut chocolates from Ghana.
All treats sampled were made without
slave labor or child labor, and Katie
Caulkins, the committee coordinator,
said the tasting brought on conversations
about such inhumane practices and raised
awareness to their use in the chocolate
industry.
“Just bringing that awareness was
kind of a hope,” the senior education
major said.
Hershey’s uses child labor and slave
labor to make its candies, committee
member Sienna Mark said; this was
news to DreQuan Green, a sophomore
mathematics major.
“That makes me think twice about
eating Hershey’s again,” he said.
Sierra Murray, a junior marketing
major who opted to pack up samples to
eat later, said the chocolates she stored in
cups were likely to taste better than the
name brands.
The companies whose chocolates
were featured at the tasting include Alter
Eco, Divine Chocolate and the Grenada
Chocolate Factory.
The tasting was going to feature

chocolates from six countries instead of
five, but the University Board’s Cultural
Arts committee has yet to receive the
Costa Rican desserts. They will instead
give the missing treats and all leftovers to a
raffle winner upon arrival.
The raffle tickets, printed on golden
pieces of paper, doubled as surveys
about the tasting. The committee called
them “Golden Tickets,” a reference to
the tasting’s namesake “Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory.”
However, not all students found the
“sweets” to be sweet.
Essence Chatman, a junior public
relations major, compared the dairy-free
Grenadian chocolate to medicine.
“It tastes like spoiled milk,” she said.
Other students described the dairy-free
chocolates as bitter.
Taryn Smith, a senior general studies
major, said she thought the goat’s milk
chocolate tasted sour, but it left Kaylee
Fuller lost for words.
“I don’t know how to describe it,”
the freshman chemistry major said. “It’s
good, though.”
Regardless of taste buds, most who
sampled the goat’s milk chocolates said
they were “interesting.”
Grace O’Brien, a freshman graphic
design major, called the mango and
coconut treats “interesting” as well.
“It’s cool to have a tropical flavor in
chocolate,” O’Brien said.
Alek McMath, a freshman marketing
major, said he had sampled every
chocolate available except the Grenadian
desserts, and the mango and coconut
chocolates’ fruity chunks stuck out the
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Mellissa Nathan, a freshman pre-medicine major, samples goat’s milk chocolate From Germany as part of EIU and
the Chocolate Factory, which features various unique chocolate samples from around the world.

most to him.
Adam Sandoval, a senior education
major, said the dark velvet bars
were sweet.
“It’s very smooth as it goes down,”

Sandoval said.
Freshmen art majors Josie Parish
and AnTar Johnson also enjoyed the
Swiss treats.
“I think it tastes like chocolate,”

Johnson said.
Mallory Kutnick can be reached at
581-2812 or mbkutnick@eiu.edu.

NACWC will honor historical African-American women
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | Daily Eastern News
The National Association of Colored
Women’s club will present the many African-American women throughout U.S.
history who have overcome oppression
and have influenced and contributed to
society today.
“The Evolution of a Black Woman”
will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday in Lumpkin
Hall Auditorium.

This will be a tribute to African-American women and will give the audience information on these women from the past
and present, president of NACWC Kayla Slusher said.
Janae Houser, member of NACWC
and the coordinator of the event, said the
African Student Association will perform
a traditional African dance to traditional
African music.
Dalano Martin, a communication
studies major, will perform a spoken piece

on the appreciation of African-American
women, Houser said.
Eastern’s Couture Models will dress up
as women like Harriet Tubman, Oprah
Winfrey and Michelle Obama as a narrator explains their stories of hardship and
success, Slusher said.
She said the models will exhibit appropriate clothing from the time periods
of women who have been recognized for
their contributions and success.
Houser said these successful black

women have paved the way for young African-Americans today.
The TV show “A Different World” inspired Yakela Hall, a junior public relations major, to display the evolution of
black women in American history and
how they have overcome oppression,
Slusher said.
The event embodies the purpose of
NACWC, she said.
Slusher said she hopes people will learn
more about African-American culture, es-

pecially the women who have evolved.
She said she hopes to overcome stereotypes about African-American women.
“We will show them more than the initial aspect of the African-American woman,” she said.
Houser said she hopes students and audience members will become educated
on how African-American women have
changed history.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse.
Call 24 hours for details.
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 2/28
7 bedroom House- Washer, dryer,
dishwasher C/A Near Rec center. Includes trash and yard care $265.00
each 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22
5 Bedroom house- washer, dryer,
dishwasher C/A Buzzard Area. Includes trash yard care. $285.00
each 217-5496967
________________________ 2/22
2 bedroom house - washer, dryer
dishwasher C/A Buzzard Area. Includes trash yard care $335.00 each
217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22
Apartments 1/2 block to campus 4
bedroom and 3 bedroom $250
each Includes trash 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22
LEASING FOR FALL 2017-18! BEST
apartments for groups of 1-4 in
Charleston and way cheaper than
the dorms. MUST SEE TO BELIEVE!
Washer/dryer, spacious, furnished,
balcony, walk-in closet, close to EIU,
vaulted ceilings, discounted prices!
217-345-5515.
melroseonfourth.com
________________________ 2/28
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Lakia Conner, senior family and consumer sciences major, tries her best to snag a pair of tickets to the Kesha concert
in the cash cube. “If I win tickets I will definitely be there,” Conner said. Students had the chance to win tickets to the
University Board Spring Concert featuring Kesha and the Creepies at the UB Rush Hour- A Rush of FUN. Event Tuesday afternoon. Students also had the chance to win a VIP Spring Concert Prize Package that contains a dinner meet-and-greet
with Kesha. During the event, UB offered airbrushed souvenirs and chances to participate in a “cash cube” activity.

Leasing for Fall apartments and 5
bedroom house on 7th St. clean
and affordable. no pets.
rentals@jwilliamsrentals.com or
(217) 345-7286
_________________________ 3/6

For rent
Our Most Popular “wait listed”
home available for Fall 2017 6
Bedroom House located at 1024
6th Street Huge deck Big covered
front porch large bedrooms tons
of parking and close to campus
call 708-772-3711 schedule a
tour and info
_______________________ 03/07
Recently Remodeled Student Rental (217) 962-0790
________________________ 3/10
Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4
bedroom apartments, as low as
$222.50. Some close to campus
Carlyle Apartments. (217) 348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 3/15
STUDIO, 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 2017.
Great locations. Please contact us
for more information.
(217) 348-8249 or visit our website
at ppwrentals.com
________________________ 3/13
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, townhouses, and apartments for 1-8
people. 1-3 blocks from campus.
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call
(217) 493-7559.
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apartments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting
at $250 a bedroom. For spring semester 2017, fall semester 2017. No
pets. Fully furnished except beds.
Off-street parking and laundry onsite. Some restrictions do apply. Call
or text (314) 334-3994.
_________________________ 5/2

10 Year Price ROLLBACK!
1-2 PERSON RENTALS

www.woodrentals.com
Call for appointment to view!

1512 A Street / 345-4489

Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook to get
all the latest news and sports info!

Tweet
Tweet

Follow the Daily Eastern
News Twitter!
den_news
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Track, field ready for OVC championships
By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
With the Ohio Valley Conference Indoor
Championships approaching, 12 Midwest
track and field teams are gearing up to prove
they are the best in the OVC.
The Eastern men will strive for their 17th
conference title while the women intend to up
their second place finish from last year’s meet.
A total of 12 women’s teams and seven men’s
teams will compete Friday and Saturday, according to the OVC website.
Austin Peay
The Governors’ strong suit this season for
the women has been their field events. In
their most recent meet at the Ohio State University Tune-up event, Savannah Amato won
the pole vault with a 3.86-meter mark followed by Dascha Hit who took third place after clearing 3.71-meters. Back in late January,
the Governors had a dominating field performance at the Thunder Herd Invitational in
West Virginia. Kaylnn Pitts crushed the triple jump after winning the event by a decisive five inches at 12.42 meters. Eastern junior Brion Portis holds the Panther’s top triple-jump performance this season at 12.13
meters.
Belmont
The Bruins’ men’s team recently broke and
tied several school and personal records on at
their last meet of the season. Nathan Namour
tied Belmont’s 200-meter dash school record
with a time of 22.21 seconds while the distance medley team earned a new school record finishing in 10 minutes, 1.31 seconds.
Ben Weisel and Matt Blivin placed within the
top 10 in the mile, Weisel placing fourth with
a time of 4:10.58 and Blivin finishing eighth
(4:12.88). Eastern’s top mile runner is senior
Riley McInerney who provided the Panthers’
best race time at 4:05.81.
Eastern Kentucky
Haley Yost has made waves in the women’s mile this season. Yost was recently honored as an OVC Co-Athlete of the Week on
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The men’s track team gets pumped up together at practice. Along with the women’s team,
they will compete for OVC indoor championships February 24.

Feb. 15 for her personal-best performance at
the Iowa State Classic. She covered a mile in
4:49.17, earning EKU’s fifth overall school record slot and missing the school’s fastest time
by just 3.67 seconds. At last year’s conference
meet, Yost finished in 4:57.8. Eastern senior
Julie James current holds the season’s top mile
time at 4:56.55.
Jacksonville State
Courtney Bennett has led the JSU women as the team’s top shot putter and weight
thrower. Bennett broke two school records
this season after a personal best shot put
throw of 49’6.5”. She also broke her own
school record in the weight throw that same
day after tossing a second-place distance of
57’11”. The Panthers’ senior Bryn Buckwalter is the women’s top shot putter and thrower. Buckwalter and Bennett are neck-andneck in the weight throw as Buckwalter holds
the Panthers season-high performance at
57’11.25”.
Morehead State
The Eagles have just three meets under
their belts as they head into the conference
competition. The 400-meter dash has been

Morehead State’s strongest event, as they’ve
individually placed as high as seventh and ran
as fast as 1:02.09. The women’s team will be
the only team from Morehead State to compete at the conference meet, and the Eagles
have only competed in the 400-meter dash,
mile run, 800-meter run, 3,000-meter run
and the 5,000-meter run this season.
Murray State
The Racer women have already proven that
they can handle the likes of OVC opponents
such as Eastern Kentucky and Morehead State
as they coasted past their opponents to earn
the top two spots in the 200-meter dash in
their most recent meet at Marshall. Tamdra
Lawrence dominated the race, coming in first
with a time of 24.34 while teammate Norma Abdur-Rafia finished at the same time but
took second. Senior Anita Saffa holds the top
200-meter time for Eastern at 25.05 seconds.
Southeast Missouri
David Plunkett was SEMO’s best 800-meter runner at their final meet of the season. Plunkett took
second with a time of 2:00.79. All three of Eastern’s
top three 800-meter runners have recorded times less
than two minutes with the top time being 1:53.93.

SIUE
Southern Illinois’ Claire Nolan was recently named the Prairie Farms athlete of the
week for her academics as well as her stellar
shot put and weight throw performances. Nolan holds the team’s highest marks this season at 46 feet in the shot put and 50’0.75”.
Nolan needs to clear a little over three feet to
match Buckwalter’s best shot put throw this
season but easily beats the second and third
top marks in the event for Eastern. Weight
throw should be no problem for the Panthers
as their third best mark on the season lands at
53’10.25”.
Tennessee State
Returning champs for the women’s side,
the Tigers will look to snag the title yet again.
On the roster is senior All-American Amber Hughes. At the Tiger’s most recent meet,
Hughes took third in the 60-meter hurdles
with a time of 8.24 seconds. Her time ties her
for 23rd in the nation for the event. She also
placed sixth in long jump a mark of 6.16 meters. Junior Darneisha Spann clocked the Panthers fastest 60-meter hurdle time at 8.59 seconds this season.
Tennessee Tech
Lisa Wickham was a dominating athlete in
the Golden Eagle’s most recent competition
at Notre Dame. She ran the 60-meter dash
in a school-record setting time of 7.52 seconds. Wickham took first over competitors
from Notre Dame and Loyola. Eastern’s fastest 60-meter dash time narrowly misses Wickham’s by .04 seconds.
Tennessee- Martin
The Skyhawks had their first dose of OVC
action at the John Craft Invite early in the
season, and they were pretty successful there.
The men took control of the 3,000-meter run
early on. Freshman Edwin Kugrat set a school
record for UT Martin at the invite at 8:43.99.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at 581-2812 or
krcordes@eiu.edu.
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Inexperience spells success for Dama
By Maher Kawash
Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
If you ever played organized
basketball in middle school or
high school, then you have al ready been a basketball player longer than the starting center of the
Eastern men’s basketball team
But chances are he is still much
better than you.
Muusa Dama is the name and
he is a 6’9 junior college transfer
and he has spent most of his life
living in West Africa, but now he
is taking the Ohio Valley Conference by storm.
It all started when he was just a
junior in high school and he had
never even played basketball; instead, he was a volleyball and soccer player.
Dama said he always switched
between those two sports until
one day when he was practicing
volleyball in West Africa and everything changed.
He was just spiking balls in a
routine practice and coincidentally the volleyball court and basketball court were located right next
to each other, where the opportunity to play basketball arose.
Dama said the assistant coach
who was soon to be the head
coach of that basketball club saw
him practicing, and asked Dama if
he could dunk the ball; he had no
idea if he could or not.
“I figured I could because I can
jump really high so I took the
ball, and the coach said actually
come the next day to practice and
we’ll find out,” Dama said. “So I
came the next day ready with my
shoes on, and I dunked it once
which led to like a two-hour session of dunks.”
Little did Dama know he would
be catching lob-passes from his
Panther teammates a few years
later and finishing to send the
crowds of Lantz Arena into an ecstatic roar.
Right after the dunking session
with the assistant coach, Dama
was asked to join the team where
his basketball career would begin
despite him nearing the time to
graduate high school.
His official days of basketball in
America came when he moved to
live with his dad in Pasadena, California as just a senior, and it has
been a continuous grind of basketball ever since according to Dama.
With the lack of experience
coming out of high school, Dama
did not receive too many col lege offers but did find a starting

point.
He began playing collegiate basketball for a four-year college in
Kansas until he transferred to join
Moberly Area Community College.
After his sophomore year came
to a close, averaging about five
points and five rebounds per
g a m e , Da m a w a s re c r u i t e d by
Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour.
Spoonhour used to coach at
that community college so he had
a few connects with the people in
that program and town.
And he said that ever ything
anyone has ever said about Dama
is what led him to recruiting him.
“ I ’m o n e o f t h o s e g u y s w h o
thinks that the kind of guy you
are is more important than the
kind of player you are,” Spoonhour said. “The coach loved him
and so did everyone else in the
town, and he is the exact person
they said he was.”
From his days as a volleyball
player in West Africa to being recruited by Spoonhour, just about
everything has gone into his favor
as well as Eastern’s favor.
He did have a special advantage
when joining the Panthers as two
other junior college transfers were
brought in at the same time coming into this season.
R a y C r o s s l a n d a n d Mo n t e l l
Goodwin have formed a special
bond with Dama as they all share
the same goal of trying to transition to playing Division I basketball.
“It was nice having them bec a u s e I k n ow R a y a n d Mu u s a
would understand how hard we
have to work,” Goodwin said. “We
were a couple of the older guys on
the team so we knew we would
still have to be leaders at the same
time.”
Goodwin also said the special
bond was already close coming in
because the three played against
each other throughout their time
in junior college.
Whether it is scoring nine of
Eastern’s 15 points in an overtime
victory over Southeast Missouri or
his ability to average nearly 10 rebounds per game, Dama has given
this team a special trait in numerous ways.
His transition has not been all
easy though as Dama said he it
has been a process and it could get
frustrating at times.
“It’s difficult but it is just a
challenge I appreciate every day,”
Dama said. “I mean it gets especially tough sometimes when you
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Eastern’s Mussa Dama throws up a layup over an opposing player. The 6’9 foward is a junior college transfer from
Moberly Area Community College.

see players doing stuff that you
can’t do because you’ve never really practiced it.”
But since becoming a basketball
player Dama has made it a focus
to continue to learn new things
and his teammates and coach have
noticed that.
“If he continues to work on the
right things he’ll be great,” Spoonhour said. “He’s not near what he’s
going to be, but when he is he’s
going to be outstanding.”
“It’s hard but I’m learning and
I’m loving it,” Dama said.
Dama continues to craft his
game in many ways to try and improve, and says he has specifically
made sure to watch as much basketball he can.
“ The game is really interesting to me. I want to know more
so I’m always watching highlights
of any big that ever played and the
little plays they know,” Dama said.
While watching those highlights Dama said he has one particular player he admires that has
nothing to do with his position,
and that is Oklahoma City point
guard Russell Westbrook.
As far as big men, Dama said
he has always liked watching Tim
D u n c a n a n d D e A n d r e Jo r d a n
when trying to learn new moves.

His learning has also had to
come in places other than basketball as he has only lived in the
United States for a few years.
Dama has spent time in Europe,
South Africa, and West Africa and
said he has witnessed many different cultures, but basketball and
school wise he really loves America the most.
As Dama continues to transition into his life here he is choosing to stay in the U.S this summer
instead of visiting home in West
Africa.
As far as improving his game,
Dama is focused on continuing to
put work into his jump shot.
Dama is shooting 50 percent
from the field this season, and
said he would like to move his
shot beyond the arch now.
With the game of basketball
changing, many big men are expanding their shot so he would
like to do so as well.
“It’s going to be hard work but
I have to do it because it is open
every time,” Dama said. “I don’t
get a lot of time as a big man to
put shots up, so that effort comes
before and after to put the extra
hours in.”
His coaches are there to help
him along the way and that work

ethic is something to be admired
from their standpoint.
“The effort not being there is
never the case with him,” Spoonhour said. “Whatever it may be I
think you have to understand he is
doing the absolute best he can do
while trying to learn this game.”
Dama is nearing the end of his
first season with the team, but after a summer to continue to improve on his already impressive
numbers he is set to be a leader
once again for the Panthers next
season.
“I think I fell in the hands of
the right coaches here because not
knowing the game too well can
be tough with the wrong coach,”
Dama said. “But Spoonhour has
had the patience in seeing the type
of player I could become.
As Dama’s game continues to
improve he still has one overall goal in mind after college; the
NBA.
“I don’t know how long it will
take but that’s where my eyes are
right now, and I’ll keep working
until I get there.”
Maher Kawash can be reached at
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu.

Women’s basketball exceeded expectations
By Mark Shanahan
Women’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_
Sports
The expectations were exceeded this year, but the Eastern women’s basketball team will go a second straight year without an Ohio
Valley Conference tournament appearance.
T h e Pa n t h e r s w i l l t r a v e l t o
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville
this Saturday for their final game
of the season. Eastern has a record
of 9-18 overall and 5-10 against
the OVC. This is an obvious improvement from a team that won
just three games last season with
two of those coming against con-

ference opponents.
This season the Panther’s had
a n o t h e r yo u n g t e a m a n d h a ve
been guided on offense by the
two players with the most experience under head coach Debbie
Black, junior Grace Lennox and
senior Erica Brown. Lennox is the
teams leading scorer and averages the most minutes played on the
team as well as in the conference.
Brown is the only senior on the
team this year and leads the conference in rebounding. Brown has
worked her way into the Eastern
record book in both career blocks
and rebounds.
Although Eastern is out of contention for postseason play, they

were a couple of close games away
from being in the middle of the
pack for the race for the confere n c e t i t l e . T h e Pa n t h e r s’ h a ve
three conference losses by four
points or less with all three of
those games being on the road.
Eastern is 4-10 away from Lantz
Arena this season, which was another improvement from last season that went winless on the
road. The emergence of freshmen throughout the year gave the
Panther’s their fair share of growing pains, but showed a lot of potential. Allison Van Dyke provided offense early in the year and
has started every game along with
Brown and Lennox. Jennifer Nehls

earned 13 starts as a forward before battling injuries.
Freshman Zharia Lenoir has
stepped into a starting role towards the end of the season and
freshman Danielle Berry has not
started a game this season, but has
come off the bench in 24 games as
a backup guard. Sophomore Brittin Boyer is another player who
has earned a starting role towards
the end of the season and has
made her presence known.
Losing junior Jalisha Smith early in the season hurt the Panther’s
with experience and also with
scoring and rebounding. Smith
started the first nine games and
averaged 10.3 points and 6.9 re-

bounds per game. Eastern has the
eighth best scoring offense in the
conference and the ninth best rebounding margin.
The Panther’s won an overtime
thriller against Austin Peay last
Saturday and will look to build on
that momentum to wrap up their
season. Eastern has forced four
overtime games this season and is
3-1 when going to extra time.
The Panther’s last reached 10
wins in the 2014-15 season and
the team earned a berth to the
conference tournament.
Mark Shanahan can be reached at
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.
edu.

